
 Central Valley Rocket News 
Tripoli Central California 

May 2010  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Erikôs Wocket lit up the night sky with  a J360 Skidmark.  Photo by Steve Jurvetson 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/  
 
Written by Jim Norton 
 
Photos by Jim Norton, Steve Jurvetson and Aaron Hagadorn 
 
This yearôs Dairy Aire saw three days of warm temperatures, steady breezes, and lots of great flying 
with over 400 flights.  Adding to that total was Christopher Raimondi who brought out his entire 
collection of 31 rockets with plans to fly them all at least once.  He actually exceeded his goal.  The 
launch saw the new Metalstorm motors from Aerotech, the first monocopters that I have seen flown at 
the Dairy, some interesting cluster flights using motors with different color flames and some great 
night launches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/


Friday 
 
As usual Friday was EX day, which always means some interesting flights.  There were a total of 59 
flights and static tests on Friday.  Robert Zylstra kept trying to static test his Orange Sunshine 
propellant, but did not have much luck getting the motors to light.  Frequent flyer Scott Joseph of 
Monte Rio went for his Level 3 certification using his black and silver Skyfinder rocket powered by a 
M1297 motor.  Scott, who also makes some great looking flight videos, just makes it look easy, which 
of course it isnôt.  Congratulations Scott.  David Raimondi had had 30 successful flights with his 2 
stage PML Quantum Leap, and Fridayôs plant was to launch with a K774 Alumiflame in the booster 
and a J314 Swamp Gas motor in the top stage..  But the booster flight was erratic, a problem traced 
to a problem with the EX motor.  Fortunately the top stage did not light, and while the parachute 
deployed late it prevented any damage to the rocket.  Dave assures us that the rocket will fly again.  
Tony Alcocer flew his orange Speedy Gonzales using a Wimpy Black L550.  Steve Kendall of San 
Jose launched his 4 inch diameter Performance Rocketry Mach-up with a L850 Swamp Gas motor.  
Gene Engelgau used a K430 Swamp Gas motor to fly his red and blue Eve rocket.  Karl Baumheckel 
launched his 8 pound Scorpion on a K257 EX hybrid motor, while his son Charlie flew the first of 
several flights of the mini-monocopter.  James Marino flew his 7 foot tall yellow Get Over It using a 
K840 mixed motor.  Ted Sobieralski flew his red 20 pound Mosquito Grande on a K458.  James 
Dougherty flew his4 inch Nike Smoke on a CTI K2045 and also had a flight on CTI K1400. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


